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"Lies. They were stolen last night from the
Arachchi's house. The Mudalali saw you leaving
the house in the night. Curse you, I shall have to
take you into Kamburupitiya now to the court and
the magistrate Hainadoru. And what about this
fellow?" pointing to Silindu. "Do you charge him
as well?"
"Yes, Mahatmaya," said Babehaini. "But there
is the box too. Should not the jungle round the
house be searched for it?"
"Yes. Hi there, you fellows! Go and search that
piece of jungle there."
Three or four men went off slowly and began a
desultory search in the jungle which lay behind
the compound. Suddenly there was a cry, and one
of them lifted up a large box. He brought it to
the Korala. The lock had been forced open. It
was recognised as the headman's. The case was
complete, and the onlookers recognised that the evi-
dence against Babun was damning,
Babun and Silindu were taken off to the head-
man's house. They had to spend the night in the
verandah with Babehami's brother, who was there
to see that they did not run away. The injustice
of this new catastrophe seemed to have completely
broken Babun's spirit. His misfortunes were too
many and sudden for him to fight against. He re-